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fiT2r»iiiLAU> Kennedy Had no (w o* premonition of dying. 
Having narrowly survived death in the war and in the hospital. he did 
not need to he reminded char tfie hie lie loved was a preuous. imper- 
manentgilt. But n cither could hr esrr again bewotnedor In ghreued by 
the preset* e o i death amidst life. " I know nothing can happen to him. ' 
his farfirr once »id "I've stood by His deathbed (our timers. Each time. I said 
cood bve to him. and he always fame back " 

John Kennedy regarded the possibility of Ins own assassination as- simply 
one more way in which hu plam fur the lutuxc might be thwarted. Yet he 
rafdy mennonrtf ilcatb in a personal way and. ra mv knowledge, never spoke 
scrimidv about hts awn. once he recovered hu health He looked iorward to a 
long life, never talking, for example, alxrtir arrangements fur his burn! or me- 
morial f Ic had a will drawn up. to be sure, hut chat was an acr of prudenc e, not 
premonition. Asking l ed Reardon and me ro witness it on June IH, 19>t. hr 
had made it cheoctasion for a joke It s legal for you to do this-betause 1 can 
mure you there » nothing m here fur either of sim-’’ In 1956. driving me home 
one evening at high speed, he humorously speculated uti how the headlinrs /n 
my lioroe state of Nebraska would read if we were killed together in a crash. 

When bis wife and daughter stopped by h»s White House drvk with a 
dead bixd Caroline wanted ru bury, hr preferred nor to look at it. (Dead am- 
mah, in tact, appalled him He did mx like to hunt, was upset about the »lcet 
he hid shot at the LBJ Ranch and often dangerously swerved his <ta to avoid 
running ov cr a rahbir or dog. alive or dead, ui the middle of rhe rtriui i Writing 
lenets to thenevt of km of those lulled in Vietnam constituted one of hit most 
dithcuh tasks. And during the Ik/lm and Cuban missile crises, bees pressed 
Ciwcem. nor over the possibility of his death, but over the terrible rragrdy that 
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might Mill hi* children and all cIk* children of 
tlvc world Even (hen. be wo* not cm<xiy ur mel 
ant holy shout the subject Peri n pi he came cla*- 
mw> revrakng hit inner thought* when the Irish, 
a*nhs4«ulor peoemni a W'rxfvxilcup ut honor of 
b'tiie John < christening. with a pO«n by the Insix 
fnxt D. L Kelkher. 

. tt'Ua the Mrm.t Irreul far km 
»Uw y d* t *ro ,StUr fir km 
Their h ft ijMp daara, 

•Inf hr the «J|4f lA* f* o tmMni 

Mur * fritmi oWv /nr bm 

^ihtrijimebrJ^hU- 

■Imi M /hr » W •/ah’ hiMjf .W Aica 

dLr* /hr wax jh*w 

Cor* An* * imra. ' 

The Pmkfonr, moving inwwtl tire nnoo. 
pinkie for hi* moatU of acceptance, whispered 
to the ambuxador l wwt» that was for me 
He wx* mm*et! by lit. thin's word* on the 
death, of young Raymond Asquith "Mt will 
t.und to those oi tu who are left as an incantation 
of the spun of the land he loved. . . . He loved 
iut ytwri. ami hu youth hex l xvome eternal. 

~fr a,* he said tr a Aar metnonui. ’’ again « 
the law of newt for parents u> bury thru chil- 
dren . . a son . with ail of h U life bdfltfc Hun 
Tift poignancy oi mm dymg young always 
moved my husband.'* u«l Jacqueline, ‘ptwwblv 
because crfhrshmtM foe." And possibly he lived 
eadb day of Ida own Hit ro due uBpbtf hesansr he 
did oik know when hn own tcmicMi./ti.-. with 
death mifbt he dttc He refused to wvrry about 
hik personal safe* j—oi.t with any bn « alio, but 
with in airoew* fantloric unconcern bn danger. 
He bad preferred tire tub of a dangerous buck 
operant m to the frustrations of hit OH crutcho. 
lie had prvtrtveri the tisi* ul dying in poor plane* 
ami poor weather to the Crust nuumt of holding 
hwch his - ampaien. And ?*c preform! the rokx of 
fo» pToaeufoq in dm fresidenty to the hu*o»- 
isnnv uf cutting off public CbtittCX 

He tnomtinl more dun .mre— bat akcou 
in yx»*in*— ij.jc no absoltitr pro tectum was pos- 
ubte. that a detetmswjrfassa .sin could alwxri foul 
a way, and dwr a rnipec born * high window or 
fOoitop vevnjcd to lum the lout preventable. 
Ocuitueiiily, he would read one bf'Che dotem of 
written Throws, tm has Id* that he recent© I each 
moeth m die Wltite Houje Out he regarded 
a*1»totita0po aj the Secret b«mce‘> worry, aw 
iua ‘"Jim Rerwiep/’ he qtuppei w rt cunt nS- 
ctott He has never bw * P:ewdent.~ 

He paid Uttfc atiscdoc u* warning t from 
racial tthi Jligfirur gxutips thoi b siltti cOtiUt 
lit* b< guar jnt&J ro ^orawai^-butitmAiebnle 
Juffrente to him Attvwiy. He wai to CtcicaU 
Ymccucb. ehere Nivon hxd been cwangjctcvf— 
be u»*id vAtr(iKdi.iwg il\e Bedm Wall, within 
Ovtcmunu- gitmW-iic uaveied mine than 
.'00,(‘jO(t in ilfuni l.irci£0 roonn:t .. where 

lUO-AiArricaa (aiutrc.* ve yuhlNjty-^ei tn| «r 
rori«* could abrty*b* frmnd— lie wadnl uao nn- 
uwiiibJIc-J tnmhliic*f bwdifoittt> v home and 
ibfOwd-hc sjrou. iml poboea He knew- wnukl 
prowke vtvi/.tn ou .1 vudcnce fo;<n tfoar i^rpo- 



rimts — and he traveled in m open Car hi Dubai, 
Tnas, where the L)n<Jtt> Johnwm and Adlai 
Mevenion had hero manhan JSed by «tmnistv- 
urn to prove hi v courage or to show Mrance, but 
because u Was hu job, "A man does wbiu lie 
most, ' lie bad written m Pn/ifa ja O aruyr. “in 
spuerd'posonaluuneqaenco.ittvpireof din- 
get i— and rbat i v thebasis ol all human morality . ' 

K THU* in Tinas was » journey of 
revcmiimmu— to hannoawc the 
warring factions of Texas Detuo* 
crnv-io dispel the myths tu the 
ngbt wtog to one of its itroagent 
ciudeiv-to bfintdcn the bis* for his own recicc- 
rion tn I9^i Jitu before he boarded hi« hdi* 
copter on die South Law n— November 2t. 196>. 
10:45 on. -4 ran nut wuh uvme suggestions, he 
had requested for "Tern Humor." 1 utter saw 
hanagwin 

He died as be would hate wanml to d te- 
ar the center of aciicio, bong applauded by bis 
tnemh ami assaulted by hii lots, carryinghis mes- 
satje ol : rauir. and progeevs to dicencmr and ful- 
hUmgHisdurr&spstm fouler aftdptdda: educate 
He regarded Dallaa'c repununm foe cam- 
omtn as a good reason to include n In Itcs sdxd- 
ufo. nor » giicaJ reason r& avoid fo For wuh all 
hr. deep comautmentt, Kennedy was biuircal 
on imiy nnc subject: ho npronciuo ro lanariCK 
foreign, a* well u domewu. Negro as weU is 
white, cm the Left at well as the Right. He 
asked i buttery men to free peacefully with 
»a*JU other end with the worts . -- 

On the mruning of Nuvemt«er 22. as he 
glanced ar a full pa**. bUdt*boniered advetricc- 
menr m rheDailss /SVws icunne him <d a series 
of pr> tUunmurusc attinidm ami uttons. He raid 
tbb»tfif«,%fokmgfo»hr»d/ Vc tenraUvu* nut 
Cbiumy' abw." Heqxdcinmcmpns&udi of nil 
nutbotrairra who paid litrie rax«. sounding j* 
angry, die thought, as He fod been rvnr mphe in ; 
Newport when » wealthy Rcpubfoatt Had com- 
pluoed aboiii the minimum wage. Biir John Ken- 
nedy uc*tr sntycil angry long- He had tratek-d to 
Dallas u» tell its cintcta rltat ~igtiotuxc . can 
Handicap. -.this country ‘iseiwicy.*' scut that "the 
nghtasusAcct of our cause emo-t tdn ajr* underlie 
our strength. f»ar uj was wntinl lung i^*j : ’Eg’ 
t «f« the Lend keep the c .rt. the wurthman wuketfi 
bur iniadt/ ~ On Novonl *cr7l. 1^5, it? the env 
of DalUx the wardi man -vnite btit m fain. 

*Tf^ only rwti dates itiar tao« ycoyde re 
inerntw wHne they «it" Kt-noed) «>nt:c Mid, 
wete Fcut Harbor and dir dcam of Fnrsidem 
Frink !ui fUiosevrfo * Nn one will for g<t %fmt 
he w»> w hen he fidit Icsmtd of the dead: ol 
Fretudcm k»hu Kentstoly Thr tmrlltcruai wfa« 
bad wrirtrw in lf>60.tfot KmoHy Ukt lii* opp^r 
nctit. *i. iim* “* tt tats ar whose funersl .irangct* 
wo«W at * was pven wnwg An «x lurd si;<H 
denlr «n.lcs!, the work! had suddenly i hanged, 
and die brightest hghr <sf out ruzie had su idmijr 
I'Cen snutfetf out by rnu? 4lt$%. vrnselew evil 
’ There u . * wue ro be berm and a time tu 
die/* smmJing to die pasvape he Idccd coquote 



Hum Ecdesosttv, but this was m»r John Ken- 
nedy* rune to die He foul so mucli more tu do 
rod tn give that no tdtginn tn pluiotophy can 
nuiooafoe his premature death as though rf 
wnrrd wune purport, and no biogtaphtr can 
asses* his truncated life as though it were com- 
plete. If one of his estraonlmaty quaUnn stnod 
out smoog the many, it was the quality ot cotv 
i (outing growth fly November. 1^65, he had 
\ leamerl more about the uses and limitation* of 
J power, about t lx men on whom he could depend. 
*about the adversaries and evils he fated, rod 
about the totib and tedmiques of policy He had 
undertaken la/ge task* stiU to be completed and 
fivtoem futunr plans Kill ro be mrriscoi He had. 
I in dx words o( his favorite Frost poem, "pturaoet 
Ifo keep, and rode* rogo before 1 »leep.“ Wuh ait 
of lus accomplish mcrjts in the paw. lie jeemetl 
destined to accomplish sitll more m the future, 
"What made it Co utdorr unarc about Karh- 
leftn and Joe. ‘ Ixwnce said, referring tu the death* 
6f fo* setter ami hia older fotxficr, was that every 
dung was moving in then duc<t:ow . , .For i*xn«- 
tme who a h viag as hi* peak, then to gee cur nff— 
char's the shock'.*' Thar wat the shock ofNovem 
ber. JiWs.Vjaclf Kennnlv was living m hit peak. 
1 rcryilimg was hukoi^ m his diiectiotw abroad, 
after the Cuban missile emu rod test- Ivan treaty, 
ar home, whb the tax and dviboghti tulfo and a 
mote complete mastery of the Executive branch. 
Hr was healthier and happier than he had ever 
been, neither weaned nor dmiiunoncd by tu* 
btudem. rmwc terpecred ami bck»t n! than before, 
soil gnveny. mU sttsving, tanEdkOrfy kiokiwg 
forward to. five rntite vraivof progfess tn the 
Presiifency—und then sud.l«tf tog« cutoff. The 
world's lo»s i» rhe Ins* of whit mtgbc have been. 

On the night of NoremWt li, fo had 
quoted the -Scriptures: * ' Your old men shall dream 
thraras. and yuur young mm shall »er virions,"’ 
and Where tlwreu do vinoo, tix people patidt ' 
Jack JCriuxdr wai nkJ enough to dream dream* 
*mf snB young rnuu^h io ore vi>nim Of what 
could 'he have been ii; earning as he smiled and 
waved ro die people of Dallas cn Nocrmher 22? 

On ciu* nim successful trip, be might well 
have been tlimlcin^of turutr rtipa. He was plan 
Ring, lor eatiy 196*, a tour of Asia and a rose 
viair to Uaiy liter rime year He had ptefoe.l at 
Lrinerkk tx* ctnnt back m Erin m the spring 
turt * Musr tntriguioi* of all wv* the ptospeu of 
riXor*g the .Soviet Ifot-m u thetorirro xi of Xt- 
kita Kfumvlkhev. an invirartan often onjoted 
The tew ban »nd other *%tn of ac<r«nm. iiiacBi 
bei uovr nude that nip povsibfo; and « Berlin 
walution, or nan a coocmuatton w telaxnl rca- 
xu?ni t would Have nude that «ip deiirwte 

Mm c inMneiunr p obbwn were on his min i 
as well Ifo was o* h.avc fonch batk hwr.e or* "km- 
.lay with Aroluvtadar Hcrxty Cabot laMfgrrodi*- 
uui Vietnam. On hu bsr full day tu Waunng- 
Rjn.Ntyremlrtf JV, acbreekfo>tw«btl«rltgi»Uii*e 
Itiiitrv. hehadttvirwed srthrxcason thetouemi- 
rights an d educitino bdb , and cn mu »ttoogly 

.ipalrivc attempt* m nub tocerim-xd fundi ami 
whror «alm to die Soviet Lfobn. A hmc of ot^cr 
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Kennedy hills- on iimscrracton, m**i transit, 
yoiuh employment and other pnumie*— cfogged 
die legislative ialmdii» and ....mount ev The 
leaders we re upranun; rhir «il would pom dial 
G»usre%*. tl not that wr»«oti. ParKef. the Preu- 
t dent W Mid, By the time tfus G ingress goes 
home nest summer — <n die held* of education, 
m enrol limit h mites, cml right v—rfu* u going to 
be a record. However dark it look* now, I 
think fiat westward, look, the Umi rj bright 
He was pmbab ly dunking abour IU64 %am- 
pslgn vtrarrgy in Dallas Fhere was no doubt in 
hu'own mind that he would win, despite defection* 
om the issue nf civil rights- He had already fi*dy 
committed Irumrl! rn • restating of the tdcvT.ved 
debates with hi» opp.-menr atuf was took mg fee* 
ward to diem. He cannoned us cux to talk to the 
pte» regarding prospective Republican nomi- 
nees ftarfnl that uur ridicar-m of a favorite 
tmghr enumrage die Republicans to rum else* 
where But wirhm the confines of the White 
House he perth tried— and fervently hoped— that 
Barry Goldwattr would be murmured For Nel* 
Min RockefdJef to be aimed, lie uu), "would be 
toograndrobetroe*— buthexioean rtiaveacbancr "* 
George R. imner or u.ime dark jbdr \c, Ik felt, had 
at haute ami would be rougher to brat dun Gold* 
water, wlwm lie liked personal! t but who stood 
diametrically opposed to him on every major #a* 
sue This campaign, tattl tiie President wuh 
relish, ‘may lw among die moat interesting as 
well as pleasurable Cfcnjwighs that base taken 
jdatr a* a long ttmc" Defeating Gold water, he 
tbs, ught, would cml the r*du;jJ tight aurf pmrufe 
!i«n wirh a rmewed and snort powerful mandate 
He exited bn Kv«md term tv» he mote pn- 
ductile of domestic legislation dun 'he tint, with 
a mure rvtpotivivc. rcvpoutibic Congress and a 
less distracting, d.iirrvung foreign icmc His 
lt*ng range guafo m fmctgn affair* included j .tec* 
adc of development w put the poorer rumm-v on 

I rfteir lets, a Uoited Marmot made stronger as n* 
ttteial uivemjcnti bciams weaker, un!, movr irrj- 
potrandy. an .evolving detente widi the Sevier 
Umun and else eventual ttunifim*** at Europe. 
He expected, before the end of that teu<nd inm, 
rn lw » leal ing with new laden in En^od. Franc* 
j Ra*da and China, and to be dealing with a world 
I in whach no imtu n »ic bloc * >1 nations < cmld mam 
f r *fo • meaningful nudear lupertoury or 'ttarn « 

\ uimcta-frrr secrecy, New turn* limitation*, new 
science and *pK c CooperaruMi. new approaches oct 
Bethn and ;m erased rraifeand conucts with East- 
ern Europe were all t*t the future agenda, and 
rhe major foreign -(•obey issue dehherarely post 
f***d to the second term was Red China 

After the second re rm well. I <fo not 

belie* the •*« thinking about that m Dallas rhar 
liat Certainly he would not have penrmied anjr 
avmtmmunal movement to enable him to seek a 
thtr J term A* * emigre < mimic, he fmi tupfvnrd 
the two- term hrtdranon— the only specific rtoutii 
non on the Presidency, n. »y kn.-wtedgr. for 
wbidi beeves voted. He had supported »r. he once 
told me. our ol a cimvarioo lie retained in the 
White House, rhar oo Preaidem should be rx 
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petted ro extend his political *nJ physical re- 
serve* beyond an exghr year period- 

After die \etund term, whsrc I think he 
would have groomed his own successor as Demo- 
cratic (Omiarii bcarex; bur I have no idea whom 
fir would have picked, and l don’t think he did 
other He would have remained active «nd intfu- 
mml in the parry— ex Presidentv, be said, in some 
ways I iave more influence than they did when 
they were Presidents. Hr would have written hit 
memoirs. He would have i pent rune ar his binary . 

But none oh these outlets would have been 
sufficient for a man of his exceptional energies ar 
die age of 51 i>. .annually, he spetuhred about 
what ir wvMiid be like. He gikuigly aaked a former 
preodmr of rhe UN General Assembly how it 
felt to bean ex president, discussed with Truman 
h»» altered rote, and remarked on l rue duration 
night wim an ad;usunmr h must hate been far 
Dwight Enrol icwer to wake that roominij o 
PreviiJetir and Imve that aitemoon a private C it- 
» «n But be did not worry about ir. and he told 
his wife not <o wYwry ah>ut it. Those dungs love 
a way of raking tare of ihcmseh e> wfien die rune 
Oucne»,“ he said- 

He ought l»ave purchased, published or 
etfifol x newspaper, n .he .»me conremptared. or 
become a tyminared t oiurenm. He might have 
been 'eatsary of State m some laic* Democratic 
admmi v, ration. He mrghr have been president of 
a mi-.rnitr WTien I n.ld him char McCeorgr 
Ikmdy had lircn ittenrintied as a possible nrw 
nrevrtJmr of Vafc. Kennedy doal panned: I wish 
,wmet*od)rw‘otild erffer wr die presnienct of Vale' 

it* UiT ofposobilitiesmdudcxlate 
turn to die Umted Stares Sniwtc Hi.v 
wife, remembering hi* (.nuremmenr 
m Huac boJy, wnce asked Ted Ken 
nedt at Jumer whether he would 
give back Jack * sear when die time came, and 
Teddy loyally caul tfur of course he wviuld- Bur 
the Rresidcnt. npser, srrtnly told JaC^udmc lata 
new tl* do rhar to Teddy and not no worry about 
lus future 

Oo November hi> future merged with 
hi* pa*r. md we wtll never know wlur might 
Itaie been- Hi* own inner drive as well uv the 
■ '.e ->f «'ur time* had ctfahic I him rk 
more m three years than mots Prevnlrnts Ju in 
eight— to five a fuller life m -id yrait tlian most 
oicti Jo in ho History will surely cectmi dut lus 
adnevemenrs exvceded hi* yeara In an eloquent 
letter to President Kennedy on nuclear testing. 
Pmut Mint sect Harold Maaaillan citue wrote It 
«* not the thing.* one did tit one's life that otic re- 
grets. bur rather the opfavtunitrea missed-** ft Can 
be *4 tried tliethouMnd dayjoffofm Kennedy thar 
he rtmted very few up{<unmuTie> ’ He befievrd. 

•aid h J > wifo, ' that one man can make j difference 
and tiiar every man should err.' 

i ffc lefr die nacicai a w-holr new <et .if lusu 
premise*— on fimium now him cad of someday 
lor die American Negm— on Jampenmg ‘fown 
u isr cad cd wtnomg the told w#r-^m die tin 
rhmkabdiry m-ctrad of the inevitability of nutinar 




»ar hat die tnosr part, on November 12, these 
problems fud not been solved, and these projects 
had mu been completed. Burlsu%pcatharhistrxy 
will remember him for what he started as well as 
for wfur he completed The forces he rei*a«ed m 
Uhts worfd will be felt for gencmions to come 
Petiple will remember not only wim he did. 
bur what he Mtmd for He Moral for cxcdlmte m 
an rri t,f mddlcrrm c- for hope in an cm of 
doubt— for placing public service ahead of pri- 
vate mrercitv-for reconciliation between East 
and Wcsr. black and white, labor and manage- 
ment fir had confidence in man and gave men 
twofidencc in die future. I believe rhar John 
Kennedy believed that fu* role as President was 
tv mitmtf an era of hof* 

Ir wrll nor l*c easy for hmorum (0 compare 
Kennedy widr his jrmlncnsors and succew x*. for 
he was unique m ins unjrrmc upon the ofoce the 
first ro be elected at so young an age. die first 
from the Kuman Githvibc forth, the best to reach 
I net ally for the moon and beyond, rhe first to pre- 
sent a new recession or inflation m modern peace 
rune, the first ro pronounce riiar all racial segrega- 
tion and discrrminanoo musr be abohdied as a 
matter of right, the fitsr ns mecr tnu adversaries 
In a porewuliy nuclear cixtfromanVm, the first m 
»ake a *obd «ep toward nudeu arms cootrol- 
«sd the first ro die ar so young an age 

History and posterity nruvr decide- Custom- 
arily, rhey reserve die manrlc of lyeatncy* for 
those wlm win grear wars, not those who prevent 
them. But 1 find «t difficult m measure John Ktm- 
oedy by any ordinary historical yardstick- for he 
was an ctrrutudmary man. au eirraordmury poll 
isctan mdan etfraoidinary P resident. A mind to 
her of rear aisd myth and preiudtce. *o opposed 
n» Otar and lirches. so unwiUmg to feign or be 
fooled, to bote or be bored, tu accept re reflect 
mcdiiicrtTT i» rare »n our world— end even rarer 
m American pohricn Witiinur demeaning any of 
the great men who have field die Breichicncy in 
thi* tmrury. I do nor see how Jcdm Kenned? 
could be tanked befow any one of them. 

His uncirnHy and vialcnr death will affrer 
the judgment ».-t hxMoirans — and the tiango o 
rhar it wtil rete^ate lm grpatnes* ro legend fcven 
rfonigh he was humdf almrtsr a legendary figure 
hi life. Kennedy was a uimuarcmic ot themytb. 
and ir would fo an ir*m*C rwisr of Ur* if his mar - 
tyrifom should now make a myrh of rhe mortal 
man Ht>life. nurlus death. created hts greatne*. 

In November. iWlk some saw ir fur rhe tint 
nmc- 1 jthevs realtreJ rlur they had too » asuallr 
accepted u l filters mourned rhat they had nor 
prevuiuslr admntetl a to themselves. Bui die 
year new wav there, and it may *rll loom even 
fargn as rhe. passage of ynus tend* perspecuve- 
( )m nt the doctor* at tlie Hatklund Husptta! 
in Dalla.>. observing John Kronedv * ux-foot 
frame oo die turtle crpcranng table, «m larei 
heard U> remark '1 fud never «*tt die President 
before He wax a big man. tugger than I thought ' 
He tta* s btg nun— much biKirct than any 
one Thought— and all of u» are bena fin having 
livtil m die »lay» of Kemieily. 
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